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9. – 13. Sept.
Journey into the Third Life
Garden of Third Life
at Korea National University of Arts

(Seoul, 08.15.2020) Korea National University of Arts announces that the Ars Electronica Garden Seoul Festival will take place from September 9 to 13 – in Seoul and the online world. In 2020, instead of rallying in Linz, Austria, for the Ars Electronica Festival, more than 120 participating organizations hold events under the theme of Garden in each region, while the Ars Electronica Festival organized a kind of digital travel agency that connected them online. Korea National University of Arts was invited to the Ars Electronica Festival to present diverse ideas on natural and regional boundaries and digital networks related to the inherent physical limitations triggered by the COVID-19 Pandemics.
Ars Electronica Garden Seoul: Garden of Third Life
Korea National University of Arts focuses on the regional characteristics of Seoul, Korea's representative city, through nature, society, and technical environment, as the overall “garden”. “At the end of the 20th century, South Korean cities demonstrated two distinct characteristics. First, South Korean cities were transformed into a sea of apartment complexes. Second, high-speed Internet and digital technology became ubiquitous, which resulted in the creation of unique online communities. South Korean cities, in particular, seem to naturally balance the tangible world with its more flexible virtual counterpart. We dream of a city of the future––an epic Smart City where these two spaces harmoniously coexist.” says Dongyean Lee, Ars Electronica Garden Seoul’s Director.
The “Garden of Third Life” is a practical and metaphorical concept that explores what life is like during this pandemic. The phrase “Third Life” implies that we have reached a new third space in which we must live our lives. If the “First Life” is the physical world we live in and the “Second Life” is the virtual, synthetic world, the “Third Life” is where both elements exist together, and through their interaction, disintegrate barriers by adding virtual aspects to real life and real aspects to the virtual one, and facilitates living within that intersection. Technologies like virtual reality, augmented reality, artificial intelligence, holograms, and the Internet of Things invite us into the Third Life.
The Third Life concept emphasizes that embracing ecology and technology is no longer optional, but is a part of our fate. Living in the age of disaster capitalism, risk society, the Anthropocene, and the pandemic means that we cannot support human life through taking technology forward without an ecological imagination. Similarly, an ecological imagination without technological progress will lead to a lonesome life like that of Robinson Crusoe or would be unable to stop the tsunami of global consumerism. In response, the “Third Life Garden” is a practical and metaphoric concept that imagines future human ecology, while simultaneously undertaking a serious reflection on technology.
In AEG Seoul, KARTS will pose questions and experiment with new ways of communication under the theme “Garden of Third Life”. Through various programs such as an online lecture series, online exhibition, performance, workshops, and research of Seoul urban garden (in Mozilla Hubs), we will experiment with the possibility of coexistence among humans, nature, and digital networks.
AEG Seoul metaphorizes Seoul's natural, social, and technological environment as a garden that is both natural and human-made. It focuses on the garden that will exist in the era of the "Third Life" in which reality and virtual reality are merged.
Festival Programs: 
Online Lecture Series, Live streaming Performance and Web-Exhibitions
Garden of Third Life includes an online lecture series where the upcoming era of the Third Life through sociocultural and artistic approaches will be discussed. French gardener Gilles Clément defines the third landscape as an “undetermined fragment of the Planetary Garden” and an area of the future where diversity exists. The series aims to share the main discourse on the "Garden", the central theme of Ars Electronica, and the "Third Life" of the Korea National University of Arts. In today's technology-based society, we are a global community looking for ways to cultivate a new garden for the future through the lecture of experts from various fields including science, cultural sociology, art, and architecture, focusing on nature, local communities, and virtual reality issues. 
Online Lecture Series will be streaming every 1pm CST on 9, 10, 12, 13th September via KASRTS YouTube channel.    

Two Hands is a performance that combines Korean traditional shamanistic music and contemporary media performance and begs the question as to whether future technology can dominate the human mind and soul. Inspired by Roy Ascott's Technoetic Arts, which explores the connection between technology and the spirit, Two Hands focuses on how spiritual experiences present new possibilities for expanding the limits of technology. 
Performance will be live streaming at 1pm CST on 11th September via Ars Electronica & KASRTS YouTube channel.    

Third Garden is an online art exhibition space where “gardeners” (artists) of the Third Life can experiment with virtual “explorers” (viewers) based on AR technology. The Third Garden allows for interactive "play" among viewers within the Garden, which has been a subject of study and contemplation by the participating artists. The artists will share their progress and resulting artistic creations in the Third Garden. The gardeners move and work in the garden through mobile-based AR web pages, and the audience members are invited in as potential gardeners. 
www.thirdgarden.space/

Seoul Garden is an exhibition space built on Mozilla Hubs in which a guest artist from Germany constructs the result of her exploration and documentation of Seoul's urban garden in a 3D gallery space. 
www.thirdgarden.space/seoulgarden

Web Gardening is a workshop hosted by gardeners in the Third Garden exhibition that allows participants to create web gardens in which they can experiment with images, sound, and games based on keywords such as visual, auditory, and interactive.
Workshop will take place from 1pm KST to 7pm KST on 12th, 13th September at Art Collider Lab, KASRTS.    
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Korea National University of Arts
The Korea National University of Arts is a national art institution that was founded with the goal of specialised education that focuses on the arts. It consists of a total of six art schools, comprising music, theater, video, dance, visual art, and traditional arts. The Ubiquitous Art and Technology (UAT) project, Convergence Education, which merged arts, science, and technology, was quickly established in Korea in 2009. Since then, it has established convergence arts centers in schools to promote continuous activities for the integration of each art form, science, and technology.  http://www.karts.ac.kr/en/
 
Art Collider Lab
Art Collider lab is an affiliate institution of the Korean National University of Arts, and it promotes studies and organizes educational programs on creative methods through the convergence of art genres, with art, technology, and society. We want to create fusion art and foster human resources that can meditate. https://www.artcollider.kr/



With queries,                                 Hana Yun	+82 (0) 2 746 9782
please contact                                hyper.link.ac@gmail.com 	www.artcollider.kr/en
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